Utah historian 
leaves mark on 
many texts — 
and in my heart 


VIS 

PROVO — More years back than I can pre- 
cisely remember, I was asked to do a storyon 
early Utah history for one of the first issues of 
BYU Studies. It was presumptuous on my part, 
and trusting on the part of then editor Clinton 
Larson. He had at hand at least a score of ex- 
perts on a professional level who were far bet- 
ter than I. 


But I think he suffered from the same thing I 
did. Everything was so new and startling in ear- 
ly Utah history that I thought I had discovered 
it. New things do that to you. When I went to 
Alaska in 1936 I thought I had discovered a new 
territory. 


I was just getting started then in a hobby that 

me an avocation. I had no degrees in histo- 

ry and still don’t. Being a college dropout, I had 
no degree in anything. 

But I wrote a story. It was presumptuous, 
and dealt with long-known information as if I 
had just uncovered it in some ancient 
manuscript. 


Clinton Larson gave it to Eugene E. Campbell ` 


to critique. I had never heard of him. No one 
could have been more kind, patient and toler- 
ant. He gently pointed out in margin notes: that 
the story really contained nothing new and was 
pis plus a lot more, in any college history 
class. 


AS IT LOOKS 
TO LUKE 


The story was never used. I think he tactfully 
pointed out to Larson that if BYU Studies was 
going to launch into Utah history, it ought to do 
it in a more scholarly and thorough manner. 


But I persevered in my hobby, and as a con- 
sequence crossed paths with Eugene Campbell 
in years to come. We became fast friends. My 
files are loaded with material on early Utah 
history that he gave me. 


I realize now his generosity came with con- 
siderable effort and more than a little expense. 
He never hesitated to help me with copies of 
‘whatever material he had on the subject. Much 
of it was his own work — he was one of the top 
Utah historians — but much else came from the 
works of others in his own files. At his recent 
death, I still had a book he had loaned me. 


They held Gene Campbell’s funeral the other 
day. The huge Oak Hills Stake Center chapel 
was filled, and services were delayed while 
more chairs were brought in. 


He was 70, the beneficial work he still would 
have done cut off far too early. Who knows 
what more priceless information my files might 
have held had he lived longer. 


He was working on a book on the history of 
Mormons and Utah from 1846 (the exodus from 
Nauvoo) to 1869 (the linking of the transconti- 
nental railroad). They were turbulent times for 
Mormons and the territory. I hope he was far 
enough along for someone to utilize his work 
and finish it. It would have been the best, the 
most honest, history of that particular period 
yet. 


No funeral ever moved me more, and I have 
spoken at six and attended many more of late 
years. Two brilliant, eloquent, sensitive histori- 
ans spoke. A daughter, speaking as if she were 
in a family gathering, topped them both. 


Funerals are usually not things to “wish you 
had been there.” This one was. Friends though 
we were, I knew only the service of Gene 
Campbell. I know him much better now, and I 
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‘OREM — The City Council will hold a public hearing a 
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master plan for property on 13th. South -between M: 
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